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In July 1997, cuttings (scion wood genetic clones) of the famous and historic Endicott Pear Tree in Danvers, Massachusetts were collected by Dr Joseph D. Postman, curator and plant pathologist with the ASDA/ARS National Clonal Germplasm Repository (NCGR) at Corvallis, Oregon (a genebank that preserves invaluable plant genetic resources of temperate fruit, nut, and agronomic crops including collections representing global diversity of hazelnuts, strawberries, hops, pears, currants, gooseberries, raspberries, blackberries, blueberries, and cranberries).   A clone was grown at the NCGR facility from these cuttings and matured to the point where scion wood cuttings could be made available to interested parties.  With NCGR's cooperation, scion wood from their clone is being provided to the Endecott-Endicott Family Association (E.F.A.) for its Endicott Pear Tree Project.  These scions are currently being grafted onto rootstock.  Phase I cuttings were obtained during the NCGR's clone tree's dormant stage in January-February, 2007. These grafts were in a growth and maturation stage during 2007 and 2008.  Approximately 30 of the original 50 grafted scions survived. The surviving Phase I trees were shipped during the spring of 2009 and 2010 to those who had previously ordered and prepaid. 
Unfortunately, 100% of the second group of grafted scions failed.  As a result, the next group of trees (necessary to fulfill orders from Phases I, II and III) will not be ready until the spring of 2013 or perhaps a year later depending on the level of maturation of the grafted stock when prime shipping dates arrive.  

Historically, the scion grafting for this project has been undertaken by Endicott cousin Cheryl Taylor of Beaverton, Oregon who is a professional walnut tree grower.  She has graciously volunteered her services for the benefit of the Endicott Pear Tree Project in the past and will continue to assist in the future.  The E.F.A. is also looking to add to its production capabilities by contracting with one or two additional entities to perform the grafting process for us.  We are currently in discussions with two such entities.   Direct rooting of cuttings using rooting hormone has been attempted with no success.   With the assistance of Dr Postman, we are planning to begin the development of a tissue culture reproduction process for future tree reproduction which will allow us to bypass the grafting process and produce graft-free saplings.  If successful, tissue culture generated trees may begin to be available in the spring of 2014 or 2015.
The past year was a bad year for scion production and all grafts attempted, failed.  It is anticipated that the upcoming scion season will be a good one.  We have received projections that we will have sufficient viable scions to graft approximately ninety trees.  How many will survive is always an unknown.  We currently have existing back-orders and new orders totaling fifty-nine trees and are hoping for a surplus of surviving trees to meet future demand.  
Trees are shipped directly from Cheryl on priority orders that are prepaid.  Included in the shipment are instructions for planting and a copy of the research article – The Endicott Pear Tree.   Each recipient is responsible for determining ideal shipping and planting times as well as assessing growing conditions for their respective geographical areas.  Trees which fail to thrive as a result of frail stock or shipping problems will be replaced when new stock is available during future production Phases.   Special arrangements for delivery may be made by contacting the undersigned.  
The Endicott Pear Tree is a semi-dwarf variety and it is expected that at full growth it will be approximately 15’ at maturity.  If fruit development  is desired, it is necessary to have cross-pollination between two pear trees.   

Scion clones of the original Endicott Pear Trees have been planted (Phase I) in 17 states including private residences and several state and local botanical gardens.  Plans also exist for future plantings to occur at historic Endicott sites.  A waiting list has been established and, while there are many individuals, facilities and historic sites on this list, shipping priority is based upon the chronology of pre-payment.  Special note: Orders made now may take several years to be filled unless improved production capabilities are successfully developed.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Order Form

Please send your order and payment to:

Cindy Endicott Levingston
EFA, Inc. Treasurer
1097 Derby Lane
Howell, MI 48843
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

___ (Quantity) Endicott Pear Tree(s) x $30.00 per tree*                   =  $ __________ 
___ (Quantity) Endicott Pear Tree Plaque(s) x $17.50 per plaque*  =  $ __________
               Order Subtotal (prepay to reserve order & preserve price)    =  $ __________ 
                 Shipping and handling (TBD and paid prior to shipping)    =  $ __________ 
                                                                                           
*Pricing subject to change without notice (prepayment reserves at that date’s quoted price)
      
Name: _________________________________
Address*:_______________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Telephone No:  __________________________
e-mail: _________________________________
*Physical address required for shipping purposes.
Let’s continue our journey on the Endicott Heritage Trail.
Thank You! 
Kyle Elwood (Endicott Pear Tree Project, Manager) 
January 1, 2012
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