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Pioneer Patriarch Thomas Endicott To Be Honored 
     Thomas Endicott will be honored with a Memorial Dedication and Service on June 11, 2006 at 1:30pm at the Poseyville Cemetery, Poseyville, Posey County, Indiana. This historic event will coincide with the 3rd Endecott-Endicott Cousin Reunion to be held in New Harmony, IN on June 7-11. 
     Thomas Endicott was born on March 27, 1737 in Burlington County, New Jersey, the son of Joseph Endicott (1711-1748) and Anne Gillam (1715-1773). Thomas was a 4th generation grandson of John Endecott (1588-1665), the First Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

     On June 19, 1759, Thomas married Sarah Welch (1742-1790) in Burlington County, New Jersey. They had nine children including Moses (1759); Joseph (1761); Aaron (1764); Barzillai (1766); Thomas (1771); Samuel (1775); William (1778); John (1781); and Nancy (1783).  In or after 1759, the Thomas Endicott family migrated first to Virginia and later to North Carolina.  They owned land on Endicott Creek and remained there throughout the Revolutionary War. In 1786, the family traveled along the Wilderness Trail and through the Cumberland Gap to new lands in Fayette and Bourbon Counties Kentucky. Early land records indicate that Thomas Endicott of Fayette County bought land in Woodford County in 1789, the same year that they sold their lands in North Carolina. Three years later, the family moved to Bourbon County and bought land near Indian Creek. In 1790, the family and their neighbors built the Endicott Meeting House on Indian Creek near their homes. This historic church has remained in continual service for 216 years, and is the oldest church to do so West of the Allegheny Mountains. Soon after the church was completed, Thomas’ wife, Sarah died, and is believed to be buried in the churchyard in an unmarked grave.

     In 1811, Thomas, always the pioneer, along with his sons Thomas Jr. and Aaron, ventured into the new rich fertile lands along the Wabash River in Indiana to find a new home. Upon his return to Kentucky, he married Susannah Turner Young on October 4, 1814, and soon after had another son named Absolum (1815) at the age of 77 years. The new family sold their Kentucky holdings and migrated to Posey County, Indiana in 1817.  Thomas became a major land owner along with several of his children and grandchildren.  He lived to the ripe old age of 93 and died on January 31, 1831 among his large family and many friends.

     There is a striking similarity between the lives of Thomas Endicott and Daniel Boone. Boone was born in Pennsylvania in 1735 on the West bank of the Delaware River. Thomas was born two years later on the East bank of the same river. Boone became a pioneer and first moved into Yadkin County, North Carolina in 1753. Between 1759 and 1775, the pioneer Thomas Endicott first moved into Virginia and in 1775 was living in Surry County, North Carolina.  Eleven years after Boone opened the road into Kentucky and founded Boonesborough, Thomas settled in Kentucky. Boone left Kentucky declaring that he no longer had elbow room and settled on the Missouri frontier where he died in 1820. Thomas went to Indiana in 1817 where he died in 1831. Boone was a close friend of the Miller family. Abraham Miller married Elizabeth Endicott, and Jane Miller married James H. Endicott. A compass and sunglass, prized possessions of the Endicott-Miller family, once belonged to Daniel Boone.

     This historical event to honor the life of Thomas Endecott is being sponsored by the Endecott-Endicott Family Association, Inc., an international family association preserving the long and distinguished heritage of one of the founding families of America.  

     The public is cordially invited to attend this celebration of the life of Pioneer Patriarch Thomas Endicott.
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