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	"Not a leaf, not a twig, not a branch, not a limb was left on the two main trunks of the famed Endicott Pear Tree as vandals (probably using hacksaws police believe) completely denuded the 333 year old tree" thus reported the Danvers Herald on July 23, 1964.  The famed tree seemed doomed to destruction all because, as, the then Chief of Police Joseph P. Nangle reported, a 14 year old suspect "hard as nails" had stripped the tree in a "act that was wanton, malicious and entirely unnecessary." 

Miracle of miracles the tree survived that vicious act of vandalism and today is still alive and bearing fruit as new growth emanates from one of the two main trunks and once more this horticultural gem may be viewed by visitors to historic Danvers. 

Let us, however, not put history in reverse.  Instead let us reach back over 350 years to the genesis of the old pear tree.  It begins with John Endicott who "with others set sail January 1628 for Naumkeag (now Salem)."  With him went a sun-dial which was to help locate where and when the tree was planted as its history unfolded.  "In 1629 the Company in England elected John Endicott the Governor of the Massachusetts Plantation in New England. 

In an article written by Samuel P. Fowler for the Salem Observer in 1852 we learn that Governor Endicott was probably one of the first persons who cultivated fruit and planted nuseries in Massachusetts.  Letters he sent home (to England) reveal his love for the cultivation of fruits, and for agriculture in general, wherein he requested his friends "to send him over fruit stones, and kernals, grain for seed, wheat, barley and rye, and domesticated animals."  At this point we may assume that in Salem proper he had cultivated a garden and his former requests had been fulfilled.  Proof of this may be found in reports of one Rev. Mr. Higginson, the first minister of Naumkeag, who arrived June 30, 1629 and found an abundance of corn "planted in his garden, green peas, and berry plums, rasberries, currants, chestnuts, filberts, walnuts, hurtleberries, and haws (hedges) of white thorn." 

Now, according to Mr. Fowler, "It was here in this garden in Salem, he probably planted his famous pear tree, together with other fruit trees: and upon receiving the grant of the orchard farm, they were removed there probably sometime after the land was broken up by the plow, which was in the year 1633." 

Hanson, publishing in 1848, reported the farm as "consisting of 300 acres as given to Gov. John Endicott as the first grant in the year 1632.  It was called "a neck of land lying about 3 myles from Salem".  He also refers to the various rivers in town and what is now known as Waters River was then called Cow House River.  Mill River was, in 1639, the name of a small stream passing west of the pear tree.  The Indian name was Suewampanessett, which immediately brings to mind the flourishing years of the Camp Fire Girls of Danvers under the aegis of "Mother" and "Daddy" Fox and we can only guess that they chose that name because of its close association with the old pear tree, and the stream which wandered by it. 

Various historians differ over just when the tree was planted.  Frank P. Moynahan, father of Victor D. Elmere, of the Danvers Herald, wrote in his paper the Danvers Mirror verifying the historical notes of Hansen and Samuel P. Fowler. 

"Salem Village Parsonage" from a paper read in 1895 by George F. Priest stated "Twice in its history had our town been the home of the Royal Governor and on the farm of Governor Endicott, still in the possession of his descendants, there yet stands a pear tree planted by his own hands and which still bears fruit, being probably the oldest fruit tree in America". 

Judge Alden Perley White carefully wrote "Just exactly how it came there, whether from the seed or by transplanting is not exactly known, but tradition clings with the firmest grip to the asssertion that the Governor's own hands in some way had to do with this very living tree which now for 250 years has each spring put on the verdure of fresh youth." 

Judge White may have changed his tune later because our own historian, Charles S. Tapley when he was President of the Bay State Historical League, remembers a talk White made before that group and this is what he had to say then: "Governor Endicott took his children and the workers on his farm down toward the river and, taking the spade in his own hands, he planted the pear tree and is reported to have said: 'I hope the tree will love the soil of the old world and no doubt when we have gone the tree will still be alive'." 

Mr. Tapley also furnishes us with an observation of his own.  "Forty years passed and all who witnessed the planting had died but the pear tree was still alive.  It witnessed all the important events of the region and one morning the tree awakened and was in a new land, The United States of America." 

The late Miss Harriet Tapley in her "Chronicles of Danvers" also backs up much of the tradition surrounding the farm and the tree.  "His orchard of pear trees, supposed to have been sent from England previous to 1649, were the first cultivated fruit-bearing trees in New England the planting of which was an event of great interest.  The last representative of the orchard is still in existence near the site of the Governor's house.  It is said that this tree was planted by the Governor's own hands." 

Thus it would seem that the tree was planted some time between 1633 and 1649.  The exact date is still unknown but when Richard V. Ellery, Solomon Levenson and Thomas Baker of Manchester, (the former two local artists), in working up seventeen panels of Danvers history to be painted in the Town Hall as murals, chose the planting of the tree as one of those murals which even today may be seen as one enters the lobby of Town Hall. 

Inexorably time moved on and from accounts in the Diary of one Rev. William Bentley, D.D. in the eighteen hundreds we find the tree thriving.  In August of the year 1800, Rev. Bentley spent some time on what he called the Collins Farm then in the hands of one Capt. John Endicott, who "was clearing the swamp before the house.  I visited the house of Governor Endicott and picked some pears from the ancient tree which he planted in 1631.  The late gust took down the trees at C's house and two chimneys from his outhouse in which the farmers boarded." 

We now know that the tree survived "the gust" because by October the third, John Endicott went with him and "brought some pears from the tree which Gov. Endicott planted.  He tells me he is of the fifth generation."  They could not have been too good because on October 24 he "visited the old spot which was the first choice of our Governor Endicott.  The old picture grows dimmer by the smoke. The old dial was broken and the pears from the old tree were all rotten." 

By July 26, 1802 Rev. Bentley reports "A Mr. Forne of Naples, an Italian painter in the town, introduced by Mr. Derby, rode with me to the estate of Governor Endicott to see whether he could preserve a likeness from the family picture of the venerable puritan.  We found the heir poor, the estate mortgaged and little left in the name.  The old pear tree of 1630 hung still full of pears." Another testimony of the vigor of the tree. 

A few years later a violent storm ravaged the town, yet the tree, true to its traditional strength withstood the gale which Rev. Bentley in 1806 recorded:  "It stood without any sensible injury in the violent storm of October 1804 when some of its younger neighbors fell victim to the fury of the wind. It continues to yield many bushels and I am every year supplied from it to satisfy my friends who are fond of feasting on the fruit of the first settlers and of our first Governor." 

By September 30, 1809 President Adams "had a pleasant reminder of Danvers and those Endicott lands" for Rev. Bentley recorded in his Diary:  "I called upon President Adams and found him to have gone abroad to dinner and left with him some of the Endicott pears from the tree of 1930 with my name and directions, to the man worthy to eat with our forefathers." 

In his Diary under the date of October 1809 Rev. Bentley received a letter from President Adams on the subject of the Endicott pears.  "After an apology I informed him of the dial affixing the age of the tree near which it was placed.  I informed him of my wish to preserve portraits of four eminent men.  I feel that too much can not be done to encourage the patriotism of John Adams or to express the public gratitude. 

On February 12, 1810 Rev. Bentley went to visit Osgood, an overseer of the Iron Factory at Waters Bridge in Danvers two miles from Salem.  "I found Capt. Endicott and visited the old 1639 tree." 

Again, on April 11, 1810, Rev. Bentley visited the farm "and obtained from Capt. Endicott a number of twigs from the old Endicott Pear Tree for President Adams and sent them carefully put up, to him at Quincy."  The twigs must have taken hold because Adams replied September 24, 1815, "The hurricane of yesterday has covered the ground about me with pears.  It can not rain but it pours." 

Bentley's interest in the tree never stopped because on July 27, 1811, "I saw the spot on which the old Cow House stood from which the river south of Endicott's Farm was named.  Was informed that Blindhole so called, in Danvers contained valuable pear meadows.  The Cow House stood below the present road on the south side and is a spot of ground projecting into the river and on a small part of its surface contiguous to the shore, and more easily guarded and secured, the Old (Pear) Tree appeared laden with fruit." 

As though the tie in with President Adams and the tree were not enough, Hon. Alden P. White writing his history of the town brings into focus the increase in the Catholic population since 1859 and refers to the Catholics as "a congregation by far the largest in town" and refers to the Catholic tree in this manner:  "Truly the tree had flourished, like the famous Endicott Pear Tree, the soil must have been good."  His estimates have borne fruit, witness today three Catholic churches within the confines of the town. 

Hanson chronicles the farm "remained in the possession of the family until 1828" and in 1848 when he wrote his history of Danvers, he mentions a Benjamin Porter, Esq. as owner. 

Beyond Mr. Porter's ownership to the 1850's the property undoubtedly went through many hands and the Registry of Deeds records in 1854 one John Mason to one J. Sparhawk, Jr.  He in turn in 1862 deeded over to John S. Ives who in turn deeded to J. B. Curwen.  Later in the same year it was deeded to William Endicott and James Endicott and in 1874 to William Endicott as James Bridges Endicott of Hong Kong had died. 

Nothing much seems to appear until 1941 when a George Endicott of Worcester deeded to one Simard and thus develops the first of mankind's threat to the tree's existence as will be later mentioned. 

Robert Manning, Esq. in describing the Endicott Pear in Mr. Hovey's Magazine for 1837, says:  "In some seasons the fruit is of good quality; but it can only be placed in the second class of table pears.  It is ripe in October.  We think there is good reason for believing that the Endicott Pear Tree was raised from seed, received with the seeds of other fruit trees from England in 1629, and planted in the Governor's garden at his residence in Salem.  And all those pear trees, vines, shrubs and perhaps flowers first planted there, and mentioned by Mr. Higginson, upon his first arrival at Naumkeag, where after they became of sufficient size, and the soil of the orchard farm made mellow by the plow, removed thither.  That Governor Endicott had extensive orchards, gardens, and nurseries of fruit trees, may safely be inferred, from reading his will written in 1650, where he says "I give to my dear and loving wife, Elizabeth Endicott, all my farm called Orchard lying within the bounds of Salem, and ye orchards, nurseries of fruit trees, gardens, fences, etc., thereunto appertaining." 

In the 1890's the town was struggling to create a town seal.  One of the committees formed at the time to study and bring in a town seal was chaired by Ezra D. Hines, who in 1891 brought in a report for a town seal which was circular in design, bore the words, "Danvers, Essex County, Mass. planted by John Endicott."  In the interior was a shield above which was an arm brandishing a sword.  In the shield itself was the famed Endicott Pear Tree framed with a fence. 

We now know this was not the final choice of the town seal but it does show that certain ones were most anxious to keep the pear tree tradition before the general public. 

My interest in the tree began aftr WWII when I returned to the Danvers Herald as a reporter.  In the April 18, 1946 edition of the paper I composed headlines which subsequently were picked up by UP or AP and reported nationwide.  "SOIL STRIPPING DOOMS 316 YEAR OLD PEAR TREE" heralded the story which began thusly:  "Soil stripping and disinterest threatening the life of the 316 year old Endicott Pear Tree located on the property of Simard of 139 Endicott Street.  It is reported by Henry P. Thurlow and George Meigs, Grange members, who at the Grange meeting Tuesday were appointed as a committee to see what could be done to move, or preserve the oldest living fruit tree in America. 

The committee had found that the present owner of the property, had stripped the soil near the tree and left it 'high and dry' and doesn't care whether it is preserved or not." 

Mr. Thurlow and Mr. Meigs were both teachers at Essex Agricultural School.  Pear growers in Alabama were reported contacting the school for slips to be grafted on some of their trees.  Harold E. Kelley of the Pomology Department of the school had correspondence with the southerners which may have triggered Thurlow and Meigs and later the Grange into some kind of action to protect the tree. 

I learned and also wrote "A year ago (1945) the Grange tried to purchase the tree and a right of way to the tree from the street, but the owner refused to sell a right of way.  He will agree, the Grange members report, to sell the tree to be moved to a new location such as the Page House grounds, or some other place which can be made into a town, if not a national shrine." 

Towards the latter part of April the Grange found Mr. Simard willing to sell but at a price beyond the organization's ability to pay.  In May of that same year, Garden Clubs of Peabody and Salem, Walker's Plantation of Lynnfield, and Massachusetts State College showed interest in the plight of the tree but none of these came forth with any concrete plans and Mr. Thurlow came before the Selectmen and proposed arrangements be made with the late Town Counsel, James H. Sullivan, to find some way the property might be obtained.  Mr. Simard at the same meeting indicated that some interested persons had contacted him and he was willing to sell. 

By August, hopes were raised when Simard made an offer with the Town Counsel and he was "now ready to offer the tree and the plot of ground where the tree grows". 

My notes show that Town Counsel was reportedly drawing up some sort of contract with Simard whereby the land could be taken by the Forestry Department who would mark off the area, perhaps build a fence around the tree and take care if it. 

Mr. Thurlow and other interested parties hoped an Article would be inserted in the Town Warrent and the matter be placed before the voters at a Special Town Meeting to be held later in the fall.  Mr. Thurlow intended to have an Article in the Annual Town Meeting in March but because of delays in the Legal Department the matter went by unnoticed. 

My notes also show the matter was left in the hands of the Town Counsel and whether the tree was to be doomed to extinction was first up to him and then to the voters of the town. 

Another interesting sidelight developed in September when an Austin B. Smith of New York, reprsenting an Annie B. Smith, 71, of 61 Felton St., Peabody, while appearing before the Selectmen to protest an airfield off Andover Street, questioned the Board:  "What about the pear tree?  What has been done about it?"  He was given an answer "It was 99 1/2% taken car of" which seemed to satisfy him. 

On November 16, 1946 when a Special Town Meeting was called, Article 10 read:  "To see if the town will vote to accept a plot of land on which the so called Endicott Peat Tree is located, or take any other action thereon agreeable to the petition of Henry P. Thurlow and others." 

A clue as to why nothing ever materialized may possible be found in the recommendation of the Finance Committee who recommended "That the town vote to accept a plot of land on which the so-called Endicott Pear Tree is located, subject to an agreement drawn by the owner and in form agreeable to the Town Counsel."  This recommendation being put to vote was unanimously carried. 

Apparently the Town Counsel and the owner of the property could never find a common ground of agreement and as of January 1, 1947 Mr. Sullivan resigned and a new Town Counsel took over and from then on nothing was ever done to fulfill the "unanimous" vote of the town meeting.  In other words the fate of the tree went into what may be temed "Legal Limbo" never to get back on legal ground again. 

As near as can be determined the next possible threat of any consequence was the building of the $16,000,000 CBS-HYTRON Plant in Danvers, March 10, 1952.  Verbal reports vary as to whether or not in the land clearing the old tree was buried, only to be dug out later.  There seems to be nothing written about such a rumor.  One fact does remain - the old tree was on the Hytron property and they, at least, put a wooden fence around the tree.  (Simard had deeded to North Shore Industries who in turn deeded to CBS-Hytron). 

After several years of prosperity, Hytron yielded to Matchlett Laboratories and in later years the burgeoning Sylvania Complex took over the building and the land. 

As mentioned earlier, over the years many various agencies as far away as Alabama and even to Oregon, pear growers from time to time made contact with local authorities requesting root stock samples as well as grafting wood from the tree in efforts to strengthen their trees which in some instances were doomed to extinction unless a more vigorous tree could be grown.  This is borne out in a article in the Salem Evening News in 1960 which headlined "Million Dollar Fruit Empire At Stake".  "Slip From Endicott Pear Tree May Save Washington Orchards."  The Washington and Oregon arborists were having their pear trees threatened with "A mysterious disease which is slowly and surely cutting off employment for thousands of persons."  Thousands of dollars went into scientific research but to no avail. 

I was to play a small part in an Oregon company who had a representative in this area, a Mr. Oscar Fuller, father of Mrs. John J. Gosbee, better known to most of us a Gloria who supervises the Elderly Programs at the K of C Quarters on Elm Street.  Gloria knew me and my interest in the tree.  I was happy to meet her parents. 

Subsequently I brought Mr. Fuller to the Aggie Sschool where he met the one expert who could take scions from the tree, Ralph Minicello who, until his death a few years ago, had a true green thumb and who operated a vegetable stand off Maple Street just beyond the school.  At this time Mr. Minicello was a fruit foreman at Essex Aggie.  I arranged for him to obtain some scions from the tree and he very carefully wrapped the cuttings in wet moss and mailed them to The Pinnacle Packing Co. in Oregon. 

The firm replied to Mr. Fuller on April 26, 1961 "The package with the root stock and the grafting wood from the pear tree in Danvers arrived in good shape.  The information obtained from these cuttings may be of great advantage to future generations.  There is an old saying that "when you plant pears, you plant for your heirs" and this particular root stock being know to have been planted before 1640 certainly bears this out." 

The Packing Firm official discussed the tree cutting with a Professor Hartman, Horticulturist at Oregon State College and "Realizing that this particular pear stock would be in better hands than a commercial operation such as our own, we requested Professor Hartman take all of his material to Corvalis (State College, Oregon) where he will graft some growing trees there with the scion wood which you enclosed, primarily to obtain the variety at an early date and then take root cuttings and sprout them so as to determine if possible, the variety of the root stock.  Time will tell." 

What prompted so much inquiry about the tree is explained in the lengthy letter wherein an oriental root stock introduced in this country, as early as 1910 and planted in volume in the late 'teens and the twenties "are failing" and scientists in the northern corner of the U.S. were endeavoring to find out what was causing the death of so many pear trees and hopefully the root stock samples from Danvers might help arborists in the pear lands of the Pacific". 

I recently telephoned Mr. Fuller to find out whether the Endicott Pear experiments proved successful or not and to date have had no word as to the outcome and whether the old pear tree helped reinvigorate pear growing in that region. 

During the many changes in ownership of the property from Hytron days on, the wooden fence erected by them soon fell into disrepair and was no blockage to the shocking depredation of the tree by the vandal we earlier reported in our lead to this story. 

One month after that horrendous stripping of the tree one Steve Green, a report for the Danvers Hearld headlined "Wanton Destruction Of Endicott Pear Might Have Been Prevented."  He reported:  "If back in 1946 Danvers Officials had been more zealous in carrying out the desires of a Special Town Meeting the famous old tree, pillaged by vandals on July 27 of this year might still be thriving." 

"And the tree would have possibly been widely known as an historic shrine drawing tourists here to bolster Danvers' economy." 

After reviewing much of the background already mentioned, reporter Green wrote, "Somewhere along the line, however, and here the record is not clear, something happened to prevent the transfer of land. 

The town did not acquire even a right of way to the tree until CBS-Hytron purchased the site in the 1950's.  But if the town had acquired the property around the tree in 1946, by this time, almost twenty years late, some sort of enclave might have been constructed to protect the ancient growth and last months widely publicized deed might never have occurred." 

Following the attrocious attack on the tree, T. Curtis King, then a Sselectman, in business with a partner, Clarence Osgood, together with Harold Kelly, pomologist at Essex Aggie, did about everything which could be done to save the tree.  With the help of James Prentiss, successor as Tree Warden to Mr. King, and one Walter A. Johnson, current foreman of the Tree Department of Danvers, all began grafting operations.  Because of the time of year and other exasperating factors their combined efforts were to no avail. 

Paul J. Brown, a Danvers native, from Putnamville, now currently living in Beverly, and at present Safety Engineer at the GTE-Sylvania Plant, gave Mr. Prentiss pear seeds in a attempt to have them grow.  Danvers Historical Society members had contacted Mr. Brown and we can only assume that Mr. Brown's position and his interest in the tree made possible through Sylvania to have a chain link fence with barbed wire erected around the tree.  Caretaker of the Sylvania Grounds, David J. Linehan of Hampshire Street, today takes care of the tree, helps to board up the site with plywood in winter and mows the grass around the remaining stem which is full of shoots burgeoning with pears. 

As we near the end of this story about the tree we find it called "The Old Tree" and arborists call it a Sugar Pear.  Tradition calls it "The Endicott Tree".  One other name which appeals to me greatly is extracted from a book titled "Centennial Celebration at Danvers, Mass., June 16, 1852:  "It is probably the oldest cultivated fruit bearing tree in New England, - itself brought from old England - thereby constituting a direct connecting link with the mother country.  The fruit is called Bon Chretien - whether so called from its own merits, or the merits of its owner" - Thus we may deduct an almost ageless symbolism in the name "Good Christian" and the tree, which like the History of Christendom, has weathered every kind of adversary and threat to its existence, yet still thrives and sends out its shoots from a firm root stock, which can not be shaken by centuries of suffering. 

No story about the tree would be complete unless some poetic utterances were made on its behalf.  Lucy Larcom, noted Beverly Poet, composed a long poem about the tree for Arbor Day in 1890 and she lovingly called it "The Governor's Tree".  Following traditional history Miss Larcom poetically outlined much we have already learned about the tree as the following few lines taken out of contex will show: 

"With his sundial on the lawn, 
Measuring out a golden dawn 
For the sturdy colony 
Whose Lief citizens are we. 
Who would not be proud to say 
Of the deed he does today, 
If it be a worthy shoot 
From an honorable root. 
Overseas the pear tree came 
Endicott has left to fame, 
Such a wonder you may see, 
For the patriarcal tree 
Blossoms still - the living thought 
Of good Govenor Endicott 
Fruit again this year to bear, 
Honor to that brave old pear!"


Miss Harriet Tapley, writing in her book, "Chronicles of Danvers" closes her pear tree history with the following statement and an apt quote from Lucy Larcom's poem.  Her statement reads: "It is known throughout the country as "The Endicott Pear Tree" and as it stands in the pasture, solitary and alone, its marvelous age written in its decaying branches it recalls to mind a nation's history".  She then quotes Lucy: 

"Governor Endicott little thought 
That when centuries had passed 
Bloom and fruitage still would last, 
Still a Growing, Breathing thing 
Autumn, with the heart of spring."


To keep within poetic tradition, I was wont to scratch out a few poetic thoughts of my own to conclude this story.  I chose as my title "The Old Tree". 

THE OLD TREE

After 350 years you thrive. 
What miracle then keeps you alive? 
If only silently to bear your fruit 
And let history tell of your repute. 
A solitary sentinel all these years 
Shedding your pear-like fruitful tears. 
What deep, dark secrets long kept fast 
Could you reveal of Danvers' past? 
Old tree whose roots in local soil 
Has outlived ages of nature's toil, 
Surviving hurricanes, drought and cold 
When winter storms would howl and scold. 
You've also weathered mans 
neglect and vandalism's stain 
Throughout it all you've yet stood tall and continued in your reign 
At last you have protection now 
An iron fence with barbed wire brow. 
And Endicott who planted you 
Hoped then your age he could review. 
Old stalwart stem like an iron rod 
You challenge us to keep your sod 
And nurture you from year to year 
Hoping decay you'll never fear. 
Old tree symbolic of a town 
Which freed itself of a foreign crown, 
You too would shape your destiny 
And a hundred more years live to be. 
Oh what a heritage on history's sea- 
A living venerable old pear tree.
*****
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